
Urban Studies (URB-UY) 1

URBAN STUDIES (URB-UY)
URB-UY 391X  Independent Study in SUE  (1-8 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall and Spring  
Independent study in Sustainable Urban Environments. Topics to be
decided by the instructor. | Prerequisites: Instructor’s Permission.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: Yes  

URB-UY 401X  SUE Global Experience  (1-4 Credits)  
Typically offered Summer and January terms  
In the course, students will learn about urban sustainability
issues abroad.  They will also plan the research project to be
conducted  abroad during J term.  The class is open only to students who
plan to also participate in the abroad research project.  MUST pay activity
fee deposit prior to the start of semester.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: Yes  

URB-UY 2004  Global Perspectives on Urban Sustainability  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall and Spring  
This course will give students a grounding in urban sustainability
issues as they apply locally and globally, with an emphasis on case
studies of problems and attempts at solutions in many different urban
sites. The course materials address the broad range of social, cultural,
technical, historical, political and technical issues that are part of urban
sustainability.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URB-UY 2024  Design of Cities  (4 Credits)  
This course helps students examine cities from different perspectives,
and to understand the design principles that create effective city spaces
and how the city is a dynamic force, always changing through the
impact of individuals and organizations. The class focuses on the role
of historical, physical and social context in making sense of cities and
how city problems can be identified, presented to others and addressed in
various ways (through psychological and sociological studies, literature,
art, etc.). Students complete a team-based project that involves the study
of an innovative development project within the city and how it relates
to its physical and social context. | Prerequisites: Completion of first
year writing requirements. Co-requisites: None. Notes: Satisfies a HuSS
Elective.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.  

URB-UY 2044  Methods for Studying Urban Environment  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Spring  
This course provides students with a foundation for understanding and
using social science research methods to study urban environments.
In this course, students will gain an understanding of quantitative and
qualitative approaches to social science research. They will be introduced
to a range of data collection methods that are used to study urban
environments and also t strategies for data analysis. The course will
involve a group research project with a real world client, as well as
lectures, discussions, a group presentation and paper, exams, readings
and several assignments. | Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing
requirements
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.  

URB-UY 2054  Introduction to Urban Policy  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Spring  
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the process and
some of the major substantive issues in urban policy and politics in the
United States, with some transnational contrasts. These include some of
the basic issues of any political system: how cities function as part of a
global urban network; the structure of decision-making, the allocation of
resources and delivery of services. | Prerequisite: Completion of first year
writing requirements
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.  

URB-UY 2054W  Introduction to Urban Policy  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall and Spring  
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the process and
some of the major substantive issues in urban policy and politics in the
United States, with some transnational contrasts. These include some of
the basic issues of any political system: how cities function as part of a
global urban network; the structure of decision-making, the allocation of
resources and delivery of services. | Prerequisite: Completion of first year
writing requirements
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.  

URB-UY 2064  Introduction of Urban Planning  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Spring  
Introduction to Urban Planning explores planning precedents (the
"big ideas") including the City Beautiful movement, Garden Cities,
Modernism, and the New Urbanism; examines contemporary planning
practices including zoning, transportation-oriented development, citizen
participation, affordable housing, and land preservation; and explores
"planning without planners" including suburban sprawl, self-built shanty
towns/slums, and historic preservation. A case study approach will be
used for all concepts (including field trips to iconic planned communities
in New York City). | Prerequisite(s): Completion of first year writing
requirements
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.  

URB-UY 2114  Geographic Information Systems  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Spring  
Geographic Information Systems are computer systems for the storage,
retrieval, analysis, and display of geographic data, that is data about
features and phenomena on the surface of the earth. This course will
introduce the students to GIS through hands-on computer exercises,
as well as readings and lectures about cartography, tools, data, and the
social impacts of GIS. GIS projects start with data and move through
analysis to cartographic display. Pedagogically, we will be starting at the
end moving backward to data and analysis. | Note: This course cannot
be used to satisfy Humanities/Social Science requirements for majors
outside of the TCS department. | Prerequisite: EXPOS-UA 1 or EXPOS-
UA 4
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: EXPOS-UA 1 or EXPOS-UA 4.  
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URB-UY 2194W  Writing About the Nature and Environment  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Spring  
In this course, students explore today’s major environmental and
ecological issues and write a number of pieces that discuss causes
and possible solutions. Each article is based on a literature search
and on interviews with professionals. Class critiques of articles are an
integral part of the learning process. Topics include global warming,
renewable energy, health and the environment, environmental law
and biodiversity. Authors of the best pieces are encouraged to submit
them for publication. | Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing
requirements. Corequisites: None. Notes: Satisfies a HuSS elective.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.  

URB-UY 2224  Natural Environment of New York City  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall and Spring  
New York is one of the world’s great cities and, like others, rests on a
foundation of the natural environment. The geology and geographic
history of the greater New York area is discussed—from plate tectonic
origins through the recent (and ongoing) Ice Age, including the formation
of river systems and the port. Also considered in detail is the evolution
of ecological relationships, including human, throughout this time. Other
topics include the changing climate through past epochs as well as
today and their impact on the modern city. Also covered are current
environmental challenges, such as water supply and quality, air quality,
waste disposal and global effects, including atmospheric and ocean
warming. | Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.
Co-requisites: None. Notes: Satisfies a HuSS Elective.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.  

URB-UY 2234  Natural Environmental Catastrophes & Cities  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Spring  
Cities are extremely complex physical and human systems that can be
severely disrupted by acute human-caused events such as war. However,
the natural world can also have a severe impact on cities over brief
intervals. This course concerns itself with four well-known phenomena
that can and have influenced the evelopment, sustainability and even
the survival of cities. Meteorological catastrophes, such as hurricanes,
cyclones and typhoons, are discussed in detail. Also covered are less
violent but equally destructive flooding by river and ocean; earthquake
damage and its relationship to population density and the permanence
of towns and cities throughout history; and volcanic eruptions, which,
though rare, have disrupted cities and determined their initial locations.
Finally, biological catastrophes, both macro and micro, such as pestilence
and infestations, are discussed. | Prerequisites: Completion of first
year writing requirements. Co-requisites: None. Notes: Satisfies a HuSS
Elective.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.  

URB-UY 2334  Introduction of Environmental Sciences  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall and Spring  
This course addresses the basic processes, as studied by the physical,
biological sciences, and behavioral that determine the nature of the
physical environment and how it affects life on earth. Topics include
the physical environment (Lithosphere, Hydrosphere, Atmosphere,
climate); the biological environment (biological systems, biodiversity,
population dynamics, ecology) and modern environmental problems,
including resource shortages (such as water and energy), diseases, soil,
water and air pollution, climate change and their relationship to political
and economic issues. Note: This course cannot be used to satisfy
Humanities/Social Science requirements for majors outside of the TCS
department. | Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.  

URB-UY 3014  Directed Study in SUE  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall and Spring  
Directed study supervised by a faculty adviser in Humanities and
Social Sciences. Students, guided by a faculty adviser, are exposed to
foundational research techniques. Library research, written and oral
reports are required. | Prerequisites: EXPOS-UA 1 or EXPOS-UA 4. Notes:
Does not satisfy a HuSS Elective.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: EXPOS-UA 1 or EXPOS-UA 4.  

URB-UY 3034  Evidence-Based Design  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall and Spring  
Designers—at the product, building, neighborhood or urban level—
necessarily base their work on the perceived needs and desires of
users and clients. Historically, these understandings have come from
past practice, close interactions with clients or designer intuition. In
recent years, however, design researchers have accumulated enough
information to provide an empirical base upon which to base many
design decisions. This class reviews the evidence for design, particularly
as it relates to well-studied settings, such as health care, corrections and
neighborhood design. | Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing
requirements. Co-requisites: None. Notes: Satisfies a HuSS Elective.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.  

URB-UY 3044  Green Cities  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall  
This course will provide students with an understanding of different
types of green spaces that exist in urban areas, such as parks, urban
forestry and agriculture, and sustainable streetscapes. It will explore
how the greening of cities may incorporate various green infrastructure
designs and techniques, and will examine the benefits that green places
in cities provide to urban inhabitants as well as the city itself. Although
some focus will be on New York City places and policies, the course will
also explore greening techniques, designs and policies in other cities in
the United States and internationally. Students will learn about public
policies that impact the implementation of greening initiatives and how
the physical environment affects the quality of life for individuals and
communities. | Prerequisite: EXPOS-UA 1 or EXPOS-UA 4.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: EXPOS-UA 1 or EXPOS-UA 4.  
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URB-UY 3044W  Green Cities  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall  
This course will provide students with an understanding of different
types of green spaces that exist in urban areas, such as parks, urban
forestry and agriculture, and sustainable streetscapes. It will explore
how the greening of cities may incorporate various green infrastructure
designs and techniques, and will examine the benefits that green places
in cities provide to urban inhabitants as well as the city itself. Although
some focus will be on New York City places and policies, the course will
also explore greening techniques, designs and policies in other cities in
the United States and internationally. Students will learn about public
policies that impact the implementation of greening initiatives and how
the physical environment affects the quality of life for individuals and
communities.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URB-UY 3214  Cities in Developing Countries  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Spring  
This course will examine different facets of cities in developing countries.
It will address common problems in developing urban regions, gaining
an understanding of common settlement patterns and urban systems
by region. It will also focus on specific issues in representative cities of
the regions studied. Specific issues will include water and sanitation,
health, transportation and infrastructure, historic preservation, disaster
risk reduction and housing initiatives. Cases will include representative
cities from Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Latin America and the Caribbean.
| Prerequisite(s): Completion of first year writing requirements
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.  

URB-UY 3832  Special Topics in Sustainable Urban Environments  (2
Credits)  
Typically offered Fall  
Special topics in Sustainable Urban Environments at the 3000 level, to be
decided by instructor. | Prerequisites: EXPOS-UA 1 or EXPOS-UA 4. Notes:
Satisfies a HuSS Elective.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: EXPOS-UA 1 or EXPOS-UA 4.  

URB-UY 3834  Special Topics in Sustainable Urban Environments  (4
Credits)  
Typically offered Fall and Spring  
Special topics in Sustainable Urban Environments at the 3000 level, to
be decided by instructor. | Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing
requirements. Notes: Satisfies a HuSS Elective.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: Yes  
Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.  

URB-UY 3834W  Special Topics in Sustainable Urban Environments  (4
Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
Special topics in Sustainable Urban Environments at the 3000 level, to
be decided by instructor. | Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing
requirements. Notes: Satisfies a HuSS Elective.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: Yes  
Prerequisites: Completion of first year writing requirements.  

URB-UY 4012  Capstone Project I  (2 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall and Spring  
The capstone is a project course that presents SUE students with an
opportunity to translate previous coursework into an applied research
project. This is a real-world based course in which students identify,
research, and propose solutions to a multidisciplinary urban issue. The
field research will be supported by library and on-line research and will
culminate in a written report and an oral presentation. Can not take if
already taken URB-UY 4024. | Prerequisite: URB-UY 2044
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: URB-UY 2044.  

URB-UY 4022  Capstone Project II  (2 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall and Spring  
The capstone is a project course that presents SUE students with an
opportunity to translate previous coursework into an applied research
project. This is a real-world based course in which students identify,
research, and propose solutions to a multidisciplinary urban issue. The
field research will be supported by library and on-line research and will
culminate in a written report and an oral presentation. Can not take
if already taken URB-UY 4024. | Prerequisite: URB-UY 2044 and URB-
UY 4012
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
Prerequisites: URB-UY 2044 and URB-UY 4012.  

URB-UY 4024  Capstone Project  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Spring  
The capstone is a research project that presents SUE students with an
opportunity to translate previous coursework into an applied research
effort. This is a real-world based course in which students work in
teams to identify, research, and propose solutions to a multidisciplinary
urban issue, supervised by an SUE faculty member in weekly class
discussions. The field research should be supported by library research
and culminates in a written and oral report. | Prerequisites: Senior Status,
permission of SUE faculty advisor. Note: Does not satisfy a humanities
and social sciences elective.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URB-UY 4034  Internship  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
Students may undertake an internship for academic credit with an
appropriate private, public, or non-profit agency or firm. The internship
is an opportunity to extend learning outside of the classroom into a real
world setting, and to explore career options tied to the major. Students
complete 140 hours at the internship site and attend occasional class
meetings. The course involves completing a learning contract, regular
reflections, assignments, and a final presentation. | Prerequisite: IDM/
SUE/STS majors only. Permission of instructor required.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
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URB-UY 4504  Advanced Seminar in Urban Studies  (4 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall, Spring, and Summer terms  
The Advanced Seminar is a writing- and research-intensive course that
will explore in-depth a topic in Technology, Culture, and Society, requiring
practice of both writing and research skills. Topics vary by section; see
Albert for detailed topic descriptions. | Prerequisite: (EXPOS-UA 1, EXPOS-
UA 4, EXPOS-UA 5, EXPOS-UA 9, ASPP-UT 2, WREX-UF 101 or WRCI-
UF 102) and one TCS elective course and Junior/Senior standing.
Grading: Ugrd Tandon Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: Yes  
Prerequisites: EXPOS-UA 1, EXPOS-UA 4, EXPOS-UA 5, EXPOS-UA 9,
ASPP-UT 2, WREX-UF 101 or WRCI-UF 102 and Junior/Senior standing.  


