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RELIGIOUS STUDIES (MINOR)
Department Website (http://as.nyu.edu/religiousstudies/)

Program Description
The Department of Religious Studies explores religious practice as
an important aspect of social life in three ways. First, students study
the theories and methods through which religion is analyzed today,
including psychological, sociological, anthropological, philosophical,
historical, legal, and literary approaches. They also approach the study
of “religion” as a concept, which has itself been an intellectual object
of inquiry and has played a key role in the development of the social
and human sciences. Second, students learn empirically about religion
in different times and places, either through historical or ethnographic
study, using textual, visual, and audio sources. Third, students use
religions, approached as lived practices, as a lens for examining other
realms in social life, such as gender and sexuality, race, the nation-
state, violence, memory, ethics, emotions, politics, economy, power, art,
literature, and media. These realms, in turn, have an impact on religions.
The Department of Religious Studies is closely affiliated with the Center
for Religion and Media. It should be stressed that the department is
oriented toward the academic analysis of religious phenomena and does
not promote or endorse either religious belief itself or the views and
practices of any particular religious tradition.

Minor Declaration
To request declaration of a minor, CAS students should visit the host
department. To request declaration of a cross-school minor, CAS
students should complete the online Minor Application available in their
Albert Student Center. Students may also use the Minor Application
(https://www.nyu.edu/students/student-information-and-resources/
registration-records-and-graduation/forms-policies-procedures.html) in
Albert to request cancellation of a CAS or cross-school minor.

Program Requirements
The minor requires four 4-credit courses (16 credits) completed with a
grade of C or better (courses graded Pass/Fail do not count) as outlined
below.

Course Title Credits
Minor Requirements
RELST-UA 1 Theories & Methods in The Study of Religion

(offered only in the fall semester)
4

Select three additional courses
RELST-UA ---- 4
RELST-UA ---- 4
RELST-UA ---- 4

Total Credits 16

Policies
NYU Policies
University-wide policies can be found on the New York University Policy
pages (https://bulletins.nyu.edu/nyu/policies/).

College of Arts and Science Policies
A full list of relevant academic policies can be found on the CAS
Academic Policies page (https://bulletins.nyu.edu/undergraduate/arts-
science/academic-policies/).
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