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Program Description
The Department of Anthropology is one of the country's leading graduate
and undergraduate centers for cultural anthropology, archaeology,
linguistic anthropology, and biological anthropology—the four principal
subfields studied in the undergraduate curriculum. The department
considers its greatest assets to be the various individual areas of faculty
expertise: archaeological specialties such as medieval archaeology
and European, Near Eastern, and South Asian prehistory; biological
anthropology areas such as molecular primatology, primate behavioral
ecology, and paleoanthropology; linguistic anthropology foci such
as discourse analysis and language socialization; and sociocultural
anthropology specialties such as the ethnography of North America,
Africa, India, China, the Near and Middle East, Russia and the former
Soviet Union, the Caribbean, Latin America, Europe, Australia, and the
South Pacific. Major theoretical emphasis is on the systems of thought
and symbolic representation of the self and society; the relation between
female and male domains of interaction; changing patterns of social
organization and hierarchy within small-scale societies, urban settings,
and bureaucratic institutions; medical anthropology; evolutionary
approaches to the study of primate and human origins; religion; art;
science studies; race and ethnicity; and the problem of ethnographic
representation in film and other media.

Departmental resources include an extensive film and video collection
as well as teaching and research labs for archaeology, linguistic
anthropology, and biological anthropology, which can be used for
research by advanced undergraduates. A departmental colloquium series
and an undergraduate student association welcome undergraduate
participation. The department participates in the University's Hagop
Kevorkian Center for Near Eastern Studies, the Center for Latin American
and Caribbean Studies, the Jordan Center for the Advanced Study of
Russia, the Institute for French Studies, the Center for Religion and
Media, the Center for the Study of Human Origins, the Institute for Study
of the Ancient World, the Program in Museum Studies, and the Center for
Media, Culture, and History.

Formal and informal cooperative arrangements with museums, zoos, and
other academic institutions in the greater New York City area place at
students' disposal a group of anthropological scholars, materials, and
resources unparalleled in the country.

Minor Declaration
To request declaration of a minor, CAS students should visit the host
department. To request declaration of a cross-school minor, CAS
students should complete the online Minor Application available in their
Albert Student Center. Students may also use the Minor Application
(https://www.nyu.edu/students/student-information-and-resources/
registration-records-and-graduation/forms-policies-procedures.html) in
Albert to request cancellation of a CAS or cross-school minor.

Program Requirements
The minor in Anthropology consists of 16 credits (any four 4-credit
courses) in the department. The department's four introductory
courses (below) are strongly recommended as overviews of the
discipline, but students may consult with the director of undergraduate
studies to design a minor program that best accommodates their

interests. Students must take at least two courses in the Department of
Anthropology. Internship credits cannot be counted toward the minor, but
independent study credits (no more than 4) are acceptable.

Course Title Credits
Minor Requirements
Principles Courses
ANTH-UA 1 Introduction to Cultural Anthropology 4
ANTH-UA 2 Introduction to Biological Anthropology 4
ANTH-UA 3 Introduction to Archaeology 4
ANTH-UA 4 Introduction to Linguistic Anthropology 4

Total Credits 16

Policies
Program Policies
Transfer Courses
If the College of Arts and Science accepts transfer of credits for an
anthropology course(s) taken at another university, students may
petition to apply the equivalent of no more than two courses (8 credits)
toward the minor. Students must present the Director of Undergraduate
Studies with a copy of the syllabus and reading list for each course. The
Department’s Undergraduate Curriculum Committee will then review the
course and decide if it is appropriate to count toward the minor. For all
students, at least two of the four anthropology courses for the minor
must be taken within the department.

Grading
In order to count a course toward the minor, students must receive a
minimum grade of C. Pass/Fail courses do not count toward the minor.

NYU Policies
University-wide policies can be found on the New York University Policy
pages (https://bulletins.nyu.edu/nyu/policies/).

College of Arts and Science Policies
A full list of relevant academic policies can be found on the CAS
Academic Policies page (https://bulletins.nyu.edu/undergraduate/arts-
science/academic-policies/).
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