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THEATER (MINOR)
Program Description
Theater and performance have shaped the civic, religious, and ideological
lives of human beings throughout history. Plays and performances do not
represent only what we know and what we have done; they are also tools
that can demonstrate the possibility of new worlds, new modes of social
interaction, and how we might revise our relationship to the past.

The NYUAD Theater Program is an academic and artistic laboratory
dedicated to theater research, scholarship and practice. Reflecting
the global vision of NYUAD, a cosmopolitan liberal arts university, we
provide a rigorous approach to artist training, a solid scholarly foundation
in theater history, theory and criticism, and exposure to a variety of
transnational cultural practices through the study of theater both here
and abroad. For NYUAD theater majors, making and thinking—creating
and articulating—culture are inseparable tasks. Our aim is to develop
artist-citizens whose theatrical contributions will expand the limits of the
field and make a difference in the world. We expect NYUAD theater majors
to become fearless and visionary theater makers, eager to collaborate
with other artists, scientists and scholars across disciplines, and who
will invent new and hybrid cultural practices that will come to define what
theater will be in the 21st century.

Theater and performance are collaborative arts, and at NYU Abu Dhabi
students experience this in many ways: in practice-based classes
and in scholarly seminars, in apprenticeships with professional
companies in residence, as hosts for visiting artists, as collaborators on
faculty research projects, by generating extra-curricular experimental
performances and staged readings and, in their senior year, by producing
a sustained and fully developed theater Capstone project.

The study of this ancient, universal, and multi-faceted art form illuminates
the power of the imagination in engaging with and shaping the political
and spiritual lives of individuals and cultures. The expressive and
interpretive skills developed in working with dramatic material make
this an excellent component of a well-rounded liberal arts education.
Furthermore, theater students learn teamwork, discipline, leadership
skills, effective modes of creative expression, improvisation, adaptability,
and collective problem solving, as well as interpretive and textual
analysis. All of these are critical skills necessary for a sustained career
in the arts, and are also readily transferable to many other professions.
The Theater Program at NYU Abu Dhabi welcomes majors and non-
majors to join us in creating a thriving performance program for the
college community, with events ranging from full productions to informal
readings, solo performances, student-directed plays, and site-specific
events on campus and beyond.

The minor in Theater is open to all NYUAD students and offers the
opportunity to explore the history, theory, and practice of theater and
performance. The study of this ancient, universal, and multi-faceted
art form illuminates the power of the imagination in engaging with and
shaping the political and spiritual lives of individuals and cultures. The
minor in Theater is designed to be combined with a major in another
discipline and to develop the student’s capacity for intellectual and
creative risk-taking in the pursuit of knowledge. The expressive and
interpretive skills developed in working with dramatic material make the
minor in Theater an excellent component of a well-rounded liberal arts
education.

Program Requirements
Course Title Credits
Minor Required Courses
THEAT-UH 1010 Making Theater 4
THEAT-UH 1011 Thinking Theater 4
Minor Electives
Select two electives from within the Theater major 8

Total Credits 16

Example of Theater Classes
Code Title Credits
ANTH-UH 2114X Listening to Islam 4
CADT-UH 1077 Site Specificity 4
CADT-UH 1078 Voice 4
CADT-UH 1092 Starting With Self 4
CCEA-UH 1001 Ritual and Play 4
CCEA-UH 1055 Global Shakespeare 4
CCEA-UH 1056 Tragedy 4
CCEA-UH 1090 Un/Making History 4
IM-UH 2322 Live Coding 4
IM-UH 3114 Sensors, Body, & Motion 4
IM-UH 3115 Virtual Body Performance 4
LAW-UH 2131 Law and the Arts 4
MUSIC-UH 1271 John Cage and New Perspectives on Performance 4
MUSIC-UH 1713 Musical Theater Since 1850: A Mirror of Society 4
THEAT-UH 1010 Making Theater 4
THEAT-UH 1011 Thinking Theater 4
THEAT-UH 1110 Fundamentals of Acting 4
THEAT-UH 1111 Creating Original Work 4
THEAT-UH 1112 Fundamentals of Playwriting 4
THEAT-UH 1115 Scenic Design 4
THEAT-UH 1121 Design for Performance 4
THEAT-UH 1122 Voice, Speech, and Text 4
THEAT-UH 1126 Costuming Performance 4
THEAT-UH 1127 Ugly 4
THEAT-UH 1128 Specific Performance 4
THEAT-UH 1129 Faith, Ideology and Power: Writing a play as an

examination of contemporary times
4

THEAT-UH 1131 Fundamentals of Dance and Choreography 4
THEAT-UH 1512 Representing the Real 4
THEAT-UH 1514 African Women Playwrights 4
THEAT-UH 1518 Spectacle and Surveillance 4
THEAT-UH 1519 Installation Art 4
THEAT-UH 1520 Dramaturgy 4
THEAT-UH 1521 Women Who Kill 4
THEAT-UH 2110 Character and Action 4
THEAT-UH 2111 Making Documentary Theatre 4
THEAT-UH 2112 Endurance Performance 4
THEAT-UH 2115 Directing 4
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Policies
NYU Policies
University-wide policies can be found on the New York University Policy
pages (https://bulletins.nyu.edu/nyu/policies/).

NYU Abu Dhabi Policies
A full list of relevant policies can be found on NYU Abu Dhabi's
undergraduate academic policies page (https://bulletins.nyu.edu/
undergraduate/abu-dhabi/academic-policies/).
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