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Program Description
Law constitutes one of the fundamental ways in which society is ordered,
and the rule of law remains essential to individual and communal
flourishing. The undergraduate major in Legal Studies at NYU Abu Dhabi
poses the broad philosophical, cultural, social, economic, political,
religious, and ethical questions that prove indispensable both to a deep
understanding of law and to liberal arts education. What is justice?
What is Law? How is it organized? Who and what constitutes the arbiter
of justice? What are the effects of historical, cultural, religious, and
national settings on law and justice? Is the developing global society
on the path to a just and moral order, and what role can the law play?
What are the legal issues raised by global concerns such as those about
the environment, technology, and cyber security? The Legal Studies
curriculum design responds, in part, to the increasing globalization of
law through a consideration of issues such as the environment, the rule
of law, international business, law and media, human rights, technology
and security, and law and ethics. At the same time, recognizing that law
maintains a local focus, the curriculum treats the broad questions raised
by globalization through the study of particular examples drawn from
common law, continental law and other legal systems.

The major in Legal Studies is intended as an approach to the study of law
rooted in the liberal arts tradition. Legal education expands, deepens, and
sharpens the mind, and it hones skills such as critical thinking, textual
interpretation, understanding of the many facets of arguments, respect
for the opposing views, dispute resolution, reconciliation, and clear oral
and written expression. The integration of Legal Studies with liberal arts
education enhances the opportunity for cross-disciplinary study. The
Program in Legal Studies is situated within both the Social Sciences
and the Arts and Humanities, aiming to serve as a bridge between these
divisions. The design of the Legal Studies curriculum facilitates double
majors and allows ample leeway for taking courses in other academic
disciplines. The curriculum aspires to foster in students the readiness
and ability to act in a truly human manner which entails qualities such
as serving as an advocate for individual rights and as an artisan of the
common good.

Earning the BA in Legal Studies does not result in automatic licensing
as a lawyer, and completion of the program of study will not necessarily
allow credit against future legal studies or entry into the profession.
Although the B.A. in Legal Studies is not a professional degree, the
versatility of the degree paves the way to manifold career options. The
study of law counts as a time-honored and proven path to opportunities
as government officials, entrepreneurs, advocates, diplomats, corporate
executives, NGO representatives, and not-for-profit directors, to mention
but a few examples. For those students who intend to enroll in JD, LLM.
and other graduate programs, the Legal Studies major affords a firm
foundation as the major introduces an understanding of law which, no
doubt, will prove advantageous to further study. Students who opt to
complete the Legal Studies London Track will be exposed to the great
ideas of the common law as a preparation for service in legal and law-
related professions.

The study away pathway for the Legal Studies major can be found on
the NYUAD Student Portal at students.nyuad.nyu.edu/pathways (http://

students.nyuad.nyu.edu/pathways/). Students with questions should
contact the Office of Global Education.

Admissions
New York University's Office of Undergraduate Admissions supports
the application process for all undergraduate programs at NYU.  For
additional information about undergraduate admissions, including
application requirements, see How to Apply (https://www.nyu.edu/
admissions/undergraduate-admissions/how-to-apply.html).

Program Requirements
Course Title Credits
General Education Requirements
Colloquia 8
First-Year Seminar 4
Arts, Design, and Technology 4
Cultural Exploration Analysis 4
Data and Discovery 4
Structures of Thought and Society 4
January Term Courses (3 courses) 12
Required Courses
LAW-UH 1010 What is Law? Comparative Global Jurisprudence 4
LAW-UH 1011 Legal Writing and Research 4
LAW-UH 1012 Legal System and Method 4
LAW-UH 1013 Business Law 4

or LAW-
UH 1014

Commercial Law

Select one of the following: 4
LAW-UH 2010 Legal Institutions
LAW-UH 2011 Constitutional and Administrative Law
LAW-UH 2123 Public International Law

LAW-UH 3010 Legal Ethics and Professional Responsibility 4
Electives
Select four Legal Studies electives 16
Capstone
LAW-UH 4000 Legal Studies Capstone Seminar 4
LAW-UH 4001 Legal Studies Capstone Project 4
Other Elective Credits 52

Total Credits 140

Legal Studies London Track
The Legal Studies London Track is an option for Legal Studies majors
who wish to study the great ideas of the common law. These ideas
constitute the foundations of legal knowledge required for service as a
solicitor or barrister in the UK. The law courses are taught at NYUAD and
at NYU London. The following are the eight recommended courses (in
alphabetical order) that comprise the London Track.

Course Title Credits
LAW-UH 1014 Commercial Law (Equivalency to Required Course

Business Law)
4

LAW-UH 2011 Constitutional and Administrative Law
(Equivalency to Required Course Legal
Institutions)

4

LAW-UH 1110 Contracts 4
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LAW-UH 2500 Criminal Law 4
LAW-UH 2501 Torts 4
LAW-UH 3500 Property - Land Law 4
LAW-UH 3501 Equity and Trusts 4
LAW-UH 3503 European Union Law 4

For more information about the London Track, please see the NYUAD
Student Portal https://students.nyuad.nyu.edu/academics/global-
education/study-away/study-abroad-paths/legal-studies-program
(https://students.nyuad.nyu.edu/academics/global-education/study-
away/study-abroad-paths/legal-studies-program/).

Sample Plan of Study
Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the major in Legal Studies at NYUAD, students are
expected to be able to:

1. Identify the general principles and nuances of the philosophical,
cultural, historical, social, economic, political, religious, and ethical
questions that prove indispensable both to a deep understanding of
law and to liberal arts education.

2. Recognize how the general principles of law pertain to a large variety
of legal questions raised by the subject area of the curriculum from
comparative and interdisciplinary perspectives.

3. Discuss the nature of legal systems and institutions, of legal ethics
and professional responsibility, of international business law, of the
rule of law, and of fundamental human rights.

4. Critically analyze problems, cases, or arguments and formulate a
range of solutions that employ various legal concepts or principles.

5. Communicate, in writing, with an attractive style that is guided by
the rules of precise language, economy of verbiage, convincing
arguments, and pertinent examples.

6. Demonstrate respect for the proper authority of just legal institutions
as an essential component of the common good and the rule of law.

7. Take responsibility for projects involving individual autonomy and
team work; and interact successfully in a professional setting and
business workplace.

Policies
NYU Policies
University-wide policies can be found on the New York University Policy
pages (https://bulletins.nyu.edu/nyu/policies/).

NYU Abu Dhabi Policies
A full list of relevant policies can be found on NYU Abu Dhabi's
undergraduate academic policies page (https://bulletins.nyu.edu/
undergraduate/abu-dhabi/academic-policies/).
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