
Urban Planning Course (URPL-GP) 1

URBAN PLANNING COURSE
(URPL-GP)
URPL-GP 1603  Urban Planning Methods and Practice  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
The course will introduce students to the planning process by reviewing
commonly used planning practices and tools. As an intermediate level
course, broad overviews of each topic will be provided. The intention is
to expose students to the many considerations that go into planning,
while introducing them to skills that can be incorporated into their
“planner toolkit” which can be further expanded upon through future
coursework and work experience. Students will be expected to apply
skills and concepts learned in class to a simulated planning project
based on a real site in New York City. By the end of the course, students
should be able to 1) identify and scope planning problems and issues;
2) determine the information required to address the issues; 3) collect,
analyze, and synthesize planning information; and 4) concisely and
effectively communicate findings and recommendations. Beyond the
“toolkit,” students will be encouraged to identify and establish their own
set of values and visions that underlie their work as planners. Through
lectures, lab sections, and group project work, students will be expected
to think critically about the tools being used by planners today – how
are these tools useful (or not) to the planning process? Are these tools
still relevant? What is missing from the planning process, as it currently
exists? What can you, as future planners, do to improve the planning
process?
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 1605  Land Use Law: The Planning Perspective  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
This course is designed to give you a better understanding of the legal
and administrative framework used to regulate land use at various levels
of government, and the relationship of the planner to the law. We will
cover basic legal procedures as well as statutory and regulatory materials
relating to zoning, urban renewal and eminent domain, regulatory takings,
inclusionary housing, historic preservation, and environmental law.
Politics, economics and social norms play a critical role in the use
and development of land, often adapting or even flouting the “law on
the books.” Although principally concerned with the official legal rules
governing of land uses, this course also will examine the interplay of
formal and informal controls in shaping land use patterns.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 1620  Data Analysis, Mapping, and Storytelling  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
This course will train students to obtain, clean, manipulate, analyze,
map, and visualize spatial and non-spatial data to support their work
throughout their urban planning careers. The course emphasizes the
critical role of design and communication in effective data storytelling.
Students will practice the open-source tools R and QGIS in depth. The
course will help students build a strong foundation in working with data
that will allow them to learn and master additional programs, languages,
and tools toward future goals. This course may require a significant
amount of time outside of class periods to work on assignments and the
final project, depending on the student’s technical skill level. A personal
laptop is required.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2250  Planning Global Cities  (3 Credits)  
The course takes an interpretative look at the spatial conditions of our
rapidly urbanizing world. It focuses on comparisons and contrasts
between urban development patterns of cities around the globe, such as
New York City, Tokyo, Chengdu, Singapore, Accra, Istanbul, and Mumbai.
By introducing multiple scales (neighborhood, city, and regional) of
urban growth, the course seeks to foster an understanding of the socio-
economic processes, physical planning and design practices, cultural
influences, and policy interventions that influence urban design and
planning. While introducing the basic analytic skills necessary for spatial
interpretation, the course addresses the challenges and opportunities of
future smart cities in the era of urban big data.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2415  Public Policy and Planning in New York  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
New York City is the nation's largest city, with a strong, active municipal
government and an annual municipal budget of approximately $110
billion. The city charter provides the mayor with more power than
the mayor of any other large city in the United States. The role of the
mayor, the state government and the city council are explored with a
focus on economic development policies, public safety, immigration,
transportation, planning and climate change. The class will also analyze
demographic trends -- more than one-third of the population is foreign
born -- and how disasters have shaped the city over the past two
centuries.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
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URPL-GP 2452  Public-Private Partnerships, Public Spaces, Politics &
the Press  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
This course examines the special mix of tools, tactics, theories and
trends that shape and transform cities. It will be grounded in case studies
that look at both successful and unsuccessful urban revitalization
strategies in places ranging from Times Square (in different decades) to
the Bronx River to Singapore to Atlantic City. Seasoned guest speakers,
who in the past have included “Broken Windows” author George Kelling,
the Director of the Brownsville Partnership, a NYPost columnist, the
Director of a Public Art initiative, a former Atlantic City public official,
and the former Director of the Port Authority, will discuss their different
perspectives and tactics for changing urban areas. Readings will include
contemporary media coverage side by side with case studies and more
theoretical selections from leading thinkers like Jacobs, Garvin and
Glaeser. Throughout the course there will be a special focus on the
varied nature and role of public-private partnerships in harnessing the
power of the non-profit, private and governmental sectors, especially
in transforming public spaces. Students will examine the different
perspectives and strengths of each sector, and the special skills needed
to make such partnerships powerful tools for change. The central role of
public space transformation and placemaking in shaping perceptions and
empowering communities will be looked at in depth. Explicit theories and
implicit assumptions about the economic life of cities will be illuminated
through the numerous real-world examples, some of which will involve
the instructor’s hands-on experience with urban park revitalization,
the growing international BID movement, and the transformation of
Times Square. Through specific examples we will examine how ideas
about urban economic development shift across time and place, even
as certain deeper truths remain constant. While reviewing the standard
tools in the economic development toolbox, we will also look at relevant
ideas and practices in corporate branding and competitive strategy,
managing public space, nurturing creative industries, and reforming
governmental practices and regulations. Short assignments will require
students to prepare succinct written or oral analyses of particular case
studies. A final paper or presentation will require students to analyze
or put forth an urban revitalization strategy for a particular place and
discuss the criteria for determining the success of that strategy. Across
all classes, assignments and case studies, we will repeatedly ask:
What are the things that make cities thrive and grow, and how does one
nurture those things? We will answer that in part by keeping our eyes
on the fundamental economic forces that drive cities and their land
values. But we will also focus in every class and case study on the less
quantifiable but no less important political and press skills needed to
form partnerships, shape outcomes, and transform cities.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2608  Urban Economics  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered Spring  
The field of urban economics addresses a wide variety of questions
and topics. At the most general level, the field introduces space into
economic models and studies the location of economic activity. Urban
economics typically addresses four sets of questions, and this course is
organized around these four areas. The first set of questions focuses on
the development of urban areas. Why do cities exist and why do some
grow more rapidly? How can local governments encourage such growth?
The second set of questions addresses patterns of development within
metropolitan areas. Why do certain parts of metropolitan areas grow
more rapidly than others? How do firms and households decide where
to locate within given metropolitan areas? What determines the price
of land, and how do these prices vary across space? The third set of
questions concerns the spatial dimensions of urban problems. In this
class, we will focus on poverty, housing, and suburban sprawl. Finally, in
the last part of the class, we will briefly study the spatial aspects of local
government.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2612  Smart, Sustainable Planning in Amsterdam  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
The future has just begun: we can proactively change the way energy,
water and transportation are provided to urban communities and
transform our infrastructure in response to the challenges of climate
change, social inequality and resource scarcity. Our cities were built on a
foundation that never imagined the changes in the physical and political
environment that we currently face, but new technology and innovative
planning approaches offer the potential to fundamentally improve
urban infrastructure. Today, these innovations are helping energize
social and environmental movements and are slowly, if steadily, being
included into standard business practice globally. This course will explore
how these new technologies and planning strategies can be further
incorporated into our current and future urban environment, encourage
the transformation of individual behavior, promote environmental
protection, and reinforce the stability of essential services across the
urban landscape. We will explore how these innovations can lead to
neighborhoods and communities that conserve resources, promote
environmental benefits, and adapt to the risks of climate change. In
this course, students will learn to evaluate performance characteristics,
resource demands, and the comparative impact of these innovations
relative to conventional infrastructure. The course focuses on how
combining strategies for smart growth, climate change adaptation
and mitigation, and innovative alternatives for energy, water and
transportation can lead to greener, more sustainable cities.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
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URPL-GP 2614  Intelligent Cities: Technology Policy and Planning  (3
Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
Global urbanization is driving demand for an estimated $40 trillion in
infrastructure over the next two decades. At the same time information
technology is spreading off the desktop and out of offices and homes
into buildings, infrastructure and objects. As these two trends collide,
a broad range of stakeholders -¬# the information technology industry,
real estate developers, technology startups, citizens and civic leaders
– are all looking for new opportunities to address both existing and
emerging urban problems using “intelligent” systems. This course will
explore the landscape of technologies being used in urban planning
and policymaking today, and will discuss: what are intelligent cities
really? What are the intended and unintended potential consequences?
What is the role of urban policy and planning in shaping their evolution?
The Spring 2016 edition of this course will focus on emerging topics in
intelligent cities: data and predictive analytics, open data, citizen science,
smart transportation and digital master planning. Students are expected
to have some basic knowledge of fundamentals of urban affairs. This
is not a technology or engineering course – technical concepts will be
explored during the lectures as needed to explain their significance for
cities.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2618  Geographic Information Systems and Analysis  (3
Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
Understanding geographic relationships between people, land use, and
resources is fundamental to planning. Urban planners routinely use
spatial analysis to inform decision-making. This course will introduce
students to Geographic Information Systems (GIS), a tool to analyze and
visualize spatial data. The course will emphasize the core functions of
GIS: map making, data management, and spatial analysis. Students will
learn cartographic best practices, how to find and create spatial data,
spatial analysis methodology, and how to approach problem solving from
a geographic perspective. Throughout the course, students will build a
portfolio of professional quality maps and data visualizations.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2620  Race, Ethnicity, Class, and Gender in American Cities  (3
Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
This course examines historic and contemporary patterns of racial and
ethnic stratification often found at the center of disputes concerning
urban development, the allocation of city resources and unequal
distributions of power. Also embedded throughout the course are ongoing
analyses of the ways in which structural inequalities often function in
class and gender-specific ways. Using New York City as a laboratory,
an interdisciplinary approach is implored - within and outside of the
classroom - to make explicit the impacts of this complex legacy of racial
formation on planning processes, decisions and outcomes for historically
disenfranchised people and communities. The racialized experiences of
select immigrant populations, which includes patterns of incorporation
into American society as well as enduring transnational links to countries
of origin, are also explored within this context.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2624  Environmental Planning: Communities, Fairness, and
Beyond  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered Spring  
What are the possibilities and limits that communities, broadly conceived,
encounter for achieving environmental justice at the intersection of
race, class, gender and caste? This course develops a framework for
understanding key issues in Environmental Planning and Activism from
the perspective of communities, collective action and fairness. Students
will also be encouraged to begin developing their own philosophical
orientation and toolkit for practice. In the first part, Justice, we will
examine four key debates in the field: fairness of process, outcome
and practice; scarcity, renewability and growth; utilitarian ethics and
the alternatives; scientific expertise and indigenous knowledge. In
the second part, Institutions, we will examine the institutions of state,
market, community and their combinations for addressing environmental
problems. In the third and final part, Tools, we will critically assess
common techniques and strategies to approach environmental problems
with reference to the ideas developed in the class. Comparative cases
will be drawn from domestic and international settings to introduce
emerging issues. In addition, we will use simulated, role playing exercises
to reflect on implementation. The class will touch topics such as
sustainability, resilience, the local and global commons, environmental
impact assessments, urban air quality, climate change adaptation,
deep ecology, social ecology, feminist environmental ethics, and digital
activism.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2625  Environmental Infrastructure for Sustainable Cities  (3
Credits)  
Sustainability requires the efficient use of resources. The least carbon-
and energy-intensive pattern of settlement today is in compact, walkable
cities whose integrated networks of infrastructure that allows us to move,
eat, drink, play, and survive extreme weather. As our population shifts
to urban and coastal areas, we will need to build more infrastructure
systems to accommodate growth and to increase sustainability. Yet we
are building too little, too slow to maintain our existing infrastructure,
let alone to facilitate next generation systems that will accelerate our
society to a truly low-carbon future. Our transportation, water, parks,
freight, solid waste, and energy infrastructure systems are crumbling,
and new needs such as coastal flood mitigation and resiliency are not
being met. With little political will for massive public works programs
and current practices that are slow and costly, cities are starting to use
innovative ways to deliver these critical assets, including design-build
procurement, long-term concessions, private operation, maintenance
and financing, and other forms of public-private partnerships. Cities and
states are pooling resources to solve problems through infrastructure
exchanges and accelerators. They are creatively re-imagining and reusing
obsolete and neglected land and buildings, and are integrating services to
create infrastructure that is multi-purpose, resilient, and sustainable.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  



4  Urban Planning Course (URPL-GP)

URPL-GP 2631  Transportation, Land Use and Urban Form  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
This is an introductory course in urban transportation planning.
The course is divided into 3 parts. Part One is a foundational review
of theories and research about the complex relationships among
transportation, land use and urban form. Part Two examines certain key
factors that today’s transportation planners deal with as transportation
and land use interact in the context of planning and projects. Part
Three involves a review of some of the most notable transportation
and land use plans, projects and problems facing the New York City
metropolitan region. The final class examines useful international trends
and comparisons.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2635  Community Equity/Wealth  (3 Credits)  
This course introduces graduate students to the field of community
wealth-building and the movement for a solidarity economy. Students
will examine the role of public policy in shaping racial inequality in the
U.S.; ways that community groups have organized against redlining and
for access to capital and neighborhood equity; strategies for ensuring
community-led economic development and a just transition from an
extractive to a regenerative economy; and technical tools needed to
advance cooperative economics and locally-controlled development.
The course will provide students with a strong historical framework, as
well as timely case studies showing how groups in low-income urban
neighborhoods and communities of color are working to build a just
economy. Guest speakers will share their experiences organizing for
community control of land and social housing, community development
financial institutions and public banking, worker-owned cooperatives,
locally-controlled renewable energy, and more.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2639  Real Estate Finance  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall  
The course introduces students to the basic tools of real estate analysis
and finance. The development and redevelopment of urban real estate,
especially housing, is examined from a public policy perspective.
Students will learn the acquisition and development process and master
the basics of project-level real estate economics. Emphasis is on the
financial structure of real estate projects, including tax implications,
and how a variety of public policies can influence private development
activity.The course will provide substantial foundation and background
for broader study in real estate finance. Through lectures, case studies,
financial modeling, and presentations by practitioners, students will
receive a practical understanding of housing policy, housing finance,
affordable housing finance, and development fundamentals.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2641  Urban Transportation Planning  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
This course will offer an introduction to transportation planning,
including both theoretical and practical approaches. This course will
provide an understanding of the evolution and role of urban public
transportation modes, systems and services. Additional topics will be
introduced, depending upon speaker availability. Subjects in general
will include characteristics of different modes (rail, bus, air), scheduling,
budgeting, Federal grants, modeling, route design considerations, transit
oriented development, public involvement, and project development.
While primarily focused upon transportation issues in North America,
international transit systems will be used as comparative study cases.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2645  Planning for Emergencies and Disasters  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
The consequences of disastrous events are escalating globally in terms
of lives lost, injuries, adverse social conditions, economic costs, and
environmental destruction. Furthermore, the rapidity of action required
when an emergency arises poses unique challenges to traditional
planning and the provision of public services. This course introduces
students to the discipline of emergency management, particularly
regarding natural hazards, in order to better understand urban planning
and management approaches necessary in preparing for, responding to,
recovering from and mitigating future disaster impacts. The course also
investigates root causes of who and what is at risk, along with political
economic considerations that induce disasters.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
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URPL-GP 2652  Urban Infrastructure Project Planning  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall  
This course is about the process of scoping and planning public sector
investment projects and the basic knowledge and skills required for
their financial and economic appraisal (‘ex-ante’ evaluation). The focus
is on urban infrastructure projects identified, prioritized, and appraised
through local/municipal planning processes. Case studies include water
supply and sewerage, urban transport, solid waste management and
green infrastructure. While offered as part of the Wagner’s Master of
Urban Planning (MUP) International Planning Specialization and aligned
with current practices of international development banks, the UN and
other Aid Agencies, the course is intended for policy analysts, urban
planners, and engineers working in both developed and developing
countries, as most of its technical content is relevant to both contexts.
By taking this course, students should be able to: - Understand how urban
infrastructure projects are identified, prioritized, and appraised within the
broader public sector investment programming and capital budgeting
processes. - Appreciate the need for well prepared “business cases” for
urban infrastructure projects. - Become familiar with the basic finance
and welfare economics concepts underpinning the analysis of public
sector investments and learn the basics of the Multi-criteria Analysis
(MCA) and Cost-Benefit Analysis (CBA) techniques. - Understand how to
assess the financial feasibility and bankability of development projects.
- Understand how to identify, quantify, and value the economic, social,
and environmental externalities associated with development projects.
- Practice the integrated (technical, financial, institutional, economic,
social, and environmental) appraisal of selected urban infrastructure
projects of moderate scale and complexity and carry out a relevant risk
analysis. The course combines lectures and computer lab sessions for
financial modeling of projects (in Excel) and the application of industry-
standard software for probabilistic risk analysis (Oracle’s Crystal Ball).
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2660  History and Theory of Planning  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
This course examines key ideas in the history and theory of planning.
We start with some challenges of 21st-century urbanism to activate
our conversations about the history and theory of planning. Does
the historical and theoretical apparatus of planning equip us to deal
with 21st-century urban formations and problems? Are the forms of
contemporary urbanism categorically different from those of the past?
Are the techniques and methods of planning bound to the American
context, or are they also suitable for other social and political contexts?
The syllabus is organized in part as a great books course. We will read
a series of classic books in the history and theory of planning by major
thinkers whose ideas have had a significant impact on urban form, theory,
and planning. They include: Daniel Burnham on the metropolitan idea;
Le Corbusier on the modernist city; Jane Jacobs on pedestrian-centered
urbanism; and Ian McHarg on environmental planning, among others.
Another set of readings and class sessions will focus on the techniques
of planning on which planners have grounded their claims of professional
expertise. Our goal is to understand the history, use and abuse of the
planner’s toolkit. Our topics include: data surveys and the framing of
planning as a social science; advocacy planning; building codes; and
zoning.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2665  Decentralized Development Planning and Policy Reform
in Developing Countries  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered Spring  
The last three decades have witnessed a global proliferation of public
sector restructuring, decentralization, and democratization in developing
countries. Traditional development planning has adapted (unevenly) to
these trends as they have unfolded. This course presents an overview
of the evolution of the theory and practice of planning in developing
countries with a particular focus on subnational governments. A
central theme is that there are certain universal norms and processes
in development planning, but the structure and performance of a
planning system depend heavily on the economic, political, institutional
and cultural context of a particular country. The course outlines and
assesses planning models and systems, reviews approaches used by
developing countries and international development agencies to support
decentralization and local planning, and introduces a range of practices
and tools used by local planners in developing countries. The overall
focus is on how local planning systems, techniques and processes can
be strategically designed and implemented to work effectively in different
contexts. Detailed case studies and exercises based on them are an
integral part of the course.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2666  Water Sourcing and Climate Change  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
In the coming decades, water will be the central issue in global economic
development and health. With one in six people around the world
currently lacking access to safe drinking water (1.2 billion people), and
more than two out of six lacking adequate sanitation (2.6 billion people),
water is already a critical factor affecting the social and economic well
being of a sizable proportion of the world’s population. However, with the
world’s population projected to double over the next fifty years, and with
rapidly dwindling water supplies becoming both more scarce and more
volatile as a result of global warming, we are likely to face a water crisis
so severe it will reshape everything from our governance structures to
our modes of economic and agricultural production to our patterns of
social interaction. Water will be the axis around which all public policy
revolves. In light of the centrality of water as a current and future public
policy issue, this course explores innovative and sustainable solutions for
water harvesting and distribution to address the challenges presented by
anthropogenic climate change. The field of water harvesting and delivery
has generally considered water supplies to be fairly stable, available
to be sourced in the same places. As a result, water infrastructure
management has traditionally been concerned with efficient methods
of water sourcing, delivery, and purification, and with effective methods
of cost-recovery for those services. In this course, we will step out of
this conventional framework and look at water provision from a new
vantage point: instead of taking water supplies as a constant, we will look
at how water sources are changing as a function of global warming and
increased population pressures, and then will ask what implications these
shifts are likely to have for water sourcing and water distribution.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
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URPL-GP 2670  Land Use, Housing and Community Development in New
York City Seminar  (3 Credits)  
This interdisciplinary seminar brings together law, urban planning and
public policy students to analyze historic and current trends in affordable
housing, community development, land use, and housing finance. We
use New York City as a laboratory that is both unique from, and similar
to, other American cities. The course focuses on housing/community
development policy, real estate and mortgage financing, subsidies,
community participation, environmental impact, and neighborhood
change such as gentrification and displacement, with particular
emphasis on how issues of race, poverty, and the economic climate
affect federal, state, local and community responses. We will discuss
the causes and consequences of government intervention in housing
and neighborhoods, developing tools for students to determine the need
for public intervention, the optimal design and financing of housing and
community development programs, and how to evaluate success. The
most important course responsibility is completion of a group project
among two to four students with a mix of Law and Wagner students on
each paper. Each student must contribute to the group to create a fully-
integrated and collaborative final project. Students will work on a cutting-
edge issue in New York City land use, housing or community development
requiring research, interviews with key stakeholders and thoughtful
policy and legal recommendations. The grade will be based upon class
participation, a financial exercise, the group project paper and a group
presentation. A field trip to local neighborhoods is planned. The course
will be taught by Sarah Gerecke, former Deputy Assistant Secretary
at the US Department of Housing and Urban Development, and Jerry
Salama, a developer of affordable housing in Harlem and former Deputy
Commissioner of the New York City Department of Housing Preservation
and Development. This course requires an application. Registration
directions can be found at the following link - http://wagner.nyu.edu/
portal/students/academics/courses/highlights. The course is taught at
the School of Law.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 2680  Urban Design  (3 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
This course, “Urban Design— Visualization Tools & Neighborhood
Challenges,” will introduce students to visualization techniques in a series
of linked exercises during the first half of the semester; in the second
half of the semester, students will further develop these visualization
and design tools as they address challenges and opportunities in a
rapidly-changing New York City neighborhood. Instructor Joanna Simon
will teach the first half of the course while Professor Louise Harpman
will teach the second half. The shared goal of this course is to equip
students with tools, techniques, and conceptual frameworks to evaluate
as well as create effective urban design proposals. Visualization Tools
During the first half of the semester, students will complete seven (7)
tutorials. These tutorials will focus on industry standard tools and
visualization practices, encouraging students to develop effective ways
to communicate design intentions. Each week will focus on a new design
concept in order to work through the foundations of a strong design
portfolio and a visually cohesive presentation.  Neighborhood Challenges
During the second half of the semester, students will learn about the
changing priorities within the discipline of urban design, while also
engaging persistent and emerging urban design challenges in the Hunts
Point neighborhood of the South Bronx. Over many decades, people living
in the area have experienced economic insecurity, lack of affordable
housing, high crime rates, and poor health outcomes. Yet Hunts Point
is also home to the country’s largest food distribution center, new
housing developments, new parks and open spaces, arts organizations,
workforce development initiatives, waterfront greenways, and a wide-
ranging proposal for new electric vehicle infrastructure. Each of these
nodes of activity carries with it vital urban design opportunities that
students may engage. At the end of the semester, students will develop
design presentations that would be appropriate to share with community
organizations or city agencies.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: Yes  

URPL-GP 4603  Urban Plan Practicum  (1.5 Credits)  
This experiential course is designed to examine the nexus between
real estate development and urban planning. Building on a case study
designed by the Urban Land Institute (ULI), students are placed on
teams of 4-5 students and assume the following roles on a private
development team: finance director, marketing director, city liaison,
neighborhood liaison, and site planner. Student development teams
respond to an RFP to redevelop a 5 ½ block site from a hypothetical
city with unique combinations of residential, office, commercial, and
community facility uses. Through the process, they discover the dynamic
fundamental challenges of development: how the forces of our market
economy clash and collaborate with the forces of our representative
democracy to create the built environment. In their respective roles,
students develop an understanding of the various market and non-
market forces and stakeholders at play in the development process.
They must reconcile competing agendas and interests to come to a
consensus to create a well-designed, market responsive,and sustainable
project. Teams address challenging financial, market, social, political, and
design issues; develop a pro forma and three-dimensional model of their
plan; negotiate competing interests among themselves wearing their
respective hats; and present and defend their proposal to a “city council”
of ULI professional facilitators that awards the development contract to
the winning team.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
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URPL-GP 4622  Wealth and Inequality  (1.5 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
Over the last few decades, disparities in income, wealth, and mobility
have widened in the United States, but the U.S. fares worse in wealth
inequality than income inequality. Wealth, in particular, is crucial to many
functions across the life course and between generations, including
but not limited to: spending on healthcare and education, acquiring
and retaining investments for profit, weathering unexpected expenses
or shocks, ascribing social status, and transferring assets to children
and/or other family members. The single-family suburban home is the
cornerstone of average household wealth and a symbol of the American
Dream, but who has wealth in the U.S. is heavily impacted by historical
and systematic inequality. This seminar brings a sociological and policy
lens to the discourse on wealth inequality. The course begins with the
following questions: What is wealth? What kind of assets make up
one’s wealth? Why does wealth matter? We delve into the history and
wealth trends in the United States before focusing on the intersection
of the following themes and wealth: home ownership, migration,
entrepreneurship, and banking.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 4632  Planning Healthy Neighborhoods  (1.5 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
In the US, Health is a privilege, not a right. Approaches to health in this
country have focused on treatment and cures, rather than prevention and
care. Studies have shown that your zip code, where you live, matters more
to your health than your genetic code. Concurrently, data continues to
emerge that trauma, and the effects of trauma, can be passed through
our genes, from generation to generation, suggesting that enslavement,
forced displacement, and poverty of our ancestors are felt in our bones,
today. Over 7 weeks, students will review the history of public health
in the United States, explore how it plays out in cities, regions, and
neighborhoods, and understand how it helps certain populations and
hurts other populations, all in the name of building healthy communities.
Students will spend time looking at seemingly non-public health
decisions and follow it down to clear and tangible spaces, places, and
populations, and understand the health implications of those decisions.
Students will participate in weekly discussions and contribute reading
reflections, module projects, and a final analysis project.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 4634  Equitable Community Engagement  (1.5 Credits)  
Key to the planning profession is engagement. Most of a planner’s
work necessitates engagement of institutions and of people in order to
effectuate change, and change (or prevention thereof) is the planner’s
currency. Specifically this course will look at community engagement,
or engagement of the public within a defined geography. What is
community? How is it defined? What does it look and feel like? And
how does it manifest itself, or not, as part of the planning process?
Communities in the United States are rarely equitable, particularly as it
relates to planning. How then can community engagement be equitable?
How does a planner conduct equitable community engagement? How
does one even define it or recognize it? This course will examine all of this
and take a brief look at best practices in the field. In particular, this course
will examine the New York City community board, which is not just a
convenient petri dish for studying equitable community engagement but
in many ways is a laboratory where equitable community engagement
will be defined, tested and perhaps ultimately succeed or fail.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 4635  Community Equity & Wealth Building  (1.5 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
This course introduces graduate students to the field of community
wealth-building, neighborhood equity, and movements for community-led
economic development. Students will examine ways that communities
have organized against redlining, and for access to capital; methods
for ensuring collaborative, inclusive economic development and a just
transition from an extractive to a regenerative economy; and technical
tools needed to advance cooperative economics and locally-controlled
development. The course will provide students with a strong historical
framework, as well as timely case studies showing how groups in low-
income urban neighborhoods and communities of color are working
to build a just economy. Guest speakers will share their experiences
organizing for community control of land and social housing, community
development financial institutions and public banking, worker-owned
cooperatives, locally-controlled renewable energy, and more.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 4636  Housing Policy I  (1.5 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
This is the first course in a two-course sequence in housing policy, with
an emphasis on major federal policies and the connection between
housing, place and opportunity. This first course explores the historic,
economic and social context of current housing policy and debates in
the U.S., including how housing and community conditions and policies
are intertwined. It provides an overview of housing policies, and how
they play out on the ground. A key goal of the course is for students
to develop knowledge of the field as well as insights for assessing the
relative merits of various policies and interventions-what problem are
we trying to solve? How might this approach address that problem, or
not? What other related outcomes should we worry about? How have
housing issues or challenges changed, and what might that mean for
needed housing innovations? The role of race and space is considered
throughout the course.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 4638  Housing Policy II  (1.5 Credits)  
Typically offered Fall  
This second course in the Housing and Community Development
sequence expands upon the foundational understanding of housing
and community development policy by focusing on how key policy
drivers, the current political and social moment, and core stakeholders
are likely to create and/or limit opportunities moving forward. The
course will examine the ways that policy does and does not change,
primarily by focusing on selected high-profile issues such as pandemic
responses related to housing, gentrification, efforts to address racial
inequality, and the ongoing challenges of homelessness. It will also use
the dynamics related to political movements and the tensions between
competing ideologies at the national and state level to better understand
the dynamics at play. A key goal for the course is to further students’
policy development understanding and skills through examination of
the key political factors that influence the development of housing and
community development policy and the leverage points and forms of
intervention that public and private sector actors use.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  
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URPL-GP 4640  Hazard Mitigation, Risk Analysis, and Mapping  (1.5
Credits)  
In this course, students will be introduced to methodological and
practical issues that are involved in carrying out spatial analyses when
planning for (as well as emerging from) an emergency or disaster. Along
with demonstrating analytical capability of GIS for planning, risk and
vulnerability assessment, this course introduces students to different
tools required in hazard mitigation and mapping. The course is therefore
composed of lectures, discussion and technical exercises pertaining to
data collection, analysis and interpretation for disaster management, as
well as hands on experience in using GIS, HAZUS#MH, Sea Lake Overland
Surges from Hurricanes (SLOSH) and damage assessment tools. It
also assumes that students have some experiences with GIS and basic
statistics as well as an interest in the topics of disaster management.
Rather than employ a simple hazard-by-hazard approach, the course will
integrate perspectives from the physical and social sciences to identify
and describe risk, vulnerability, and disaster resilience with spatial
analytical techniques, empirical data and real-world examples.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 4650  Advanced GIS: Interactive Web Mapping and Spatial Data
Visualization  (1.5 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
Students will learn the fundamentals of web development with HTML,
CSS, and Javascript, and github. Using Free and Open Source Spatial
Data tools, students will learn to bring their maps to life on the web as
interactive experiences. Use tools like QGIS, CartoDB and PostGIS. Final
project will be an interactive web map around an Urban topic of your
choosing. This course will involve programming, some experience is
preferred but not required. Contact the instructor for introductory coding
resources to review before class. Personal Laptops are required.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 4665  Decentralized Development Planning  (1.5 Credits)  
Typically offered occasionally  
The last three decades have witnessed a global proliferation of public
sector restructuring, decentralization, and democratization in developing
countries. Traditional development planning has adapted (unevenly) to
these trends as they have unfolded. This course presents an overview
of the evolution of the theory and practice of planning in developing
countries with a particular focus on subnational governments. A
central theme is that there are certain universal norms and processes
in development planning, but the structure and performance of a
planning system depend heavily on the economic, political, institutional
and cultural context of a particular country. The course outlines and
assesses planning models and systems, reviews approaches used by
developing countries and international development agencies to support
decentralization and local planning, and introduces a range of practices
and tools used by local planners in developing countries. The overall
focus is on how local planning systems, techniques and processes can
be strategically designed and implemented to work effectively in different
contexts. Case studies of country experiences are an integral part of the
course.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: No  

URPL-GP 4666  Topics in Urban Studies  (1.5 Credits)  
In an increasingly diverse city and country, the responsibility of public
servants stretches far beyond writing and passing legislation. True
representation requires consistent and meaningful engagement with
historically underrepresented communities. In this course, students will
discuss how lawmakers and those in public service can ensure that all
stakeholders are heard in the decision-making process, and determine
best practices for reaching communities who have historically been left
behind by government.
Grading: Grad Wagner Graded  
Repeatable for additional credit: Yes  


