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ECONOMICS (MS)
Program Description
The Master of Science in Economics at NYU Abu Dhabi provides program
graduates with the theoretical and quantitative foundations for a
successful professional career in national and international policymaking
institutions, or for continuing PhD studies at the world’s best doctoral
programs in economics. The master’s program aims to satisfy the
demanding requirements of modern economic theory and practice.

Students will learn to:

• Collect, analyze, and present economic data using the latest
statistical and econometric methods.

• Assess current social and economic challenges (e.g., the
sustainability of a social security system or the impact of a change
in the tax code) through the lens of state-of-the art empirical,
theoretical, and computational models.

The master’s program builds naturally on NYU Abu Dhabi’s strong
undergraduate major in economics, leveraging the significant existing
teaching and research strength of the faculty. A strong quantitative
perspective will prepare graduates for the depth of understanding
necessary for leadership as well as the tools required to expand the
frontiers of knowledge.

Housed within Social Science and drawing on an international faculty
and student body, the program will benefit from the intercultural insights,
the broadest international challenges and the nuanced role of economics
within the full array of social science methodologies.

Program Structure
The Master of Science in Economics is a rigorous program that prepares
students for careers in both academia and policy making. First semester
topics include:

• microeconomics
• macroeconomics
• statistics
• analysis

In addition, students are encouraged to learn computer programming—a
skill in ever-increasing demand.

In the second semester, students will choose either an empirical or a
theoretical course in econometrics, and pick three electives out of a
selection of theoretical and applied courses.

Research
Students in the Master of Science in Economics program get the
opportunity to work with top faculty who are leading significant research
in multidisciplinary centers and labs. NYU Abu Dhabi’s economics
program recently ranked fifth in Asia in research output.

Admissions
Applications for Fall 2024 will open in October, 2023.

• You must have completed a four-year bachelor’s degree before the
program registration starts. The degree must be from an accredited
institution. Official transcripts certifying conferral of a bachelor’s
degree are required before the student can start the program.

• Your bachelor’s degree does not have to be in economics, but your
application should demonstrate the mastery needed to engage
effectively with graduate-level work in this program.

Our goal is to form a high-achieving cohort of master’s students for this
program, and admissions decisions are made without knowledge of the
individual's financial need.

In addition to the information below, the online application provides
instructions to guide you. All sections of the application and the required
supporting documents must be submitted online by the deadline.
Incomplete applications will not be reviewed. Do not submit any hard
copy materials to NYU Abu Dhabi as part of the application process.

If you have any difficulties with the online application, please email the
Graduate Admissions office from the email address associated with your
application: nyuad.graduateadmissions@nyu.edu

After submitting the application, you will not be able to change or add
information. You will receive a link to the Application Status Portal where
you can track the status of your application.

Application
Prepare the following required information when you are ready to start an
application:

• Transcripts from all post-secondary institutions you have attended
(copies accepted)

• Proof of English Proficiency (select the appropriate option in the
application)

• You are from a designated list of English-speaking countries
• You have completed at least 4 years in a university program

taught entirely in English
• Self-reported test scores for proof of English proficiency.

Minimum scores: Academic IELTS = 6.5 / TOEFL iBT = 90 /
DuoLingo = 120.

• A current CV or resume
• Essays responding to specific prompts provided in the application.

Essays give you the opportunity to fully present yourself to the
Selection Committee, and to provide insight into your experiences,
goals, and thought processes.

• Academic writing samples (optional)
• Three letters of recommendation. You will provide the name, title

and email of three recommenders. They will receive a request from
NYUAD to upload a letter of recommendation for your application. 

You have the option in the application to indicate if you would like
to be considered for an academic merit-based scholarship. No other
information needs to be provided to be considered for a scholarship.

Any information or materials submitted to NYU Abu Dhabi after the final
application deadline are not guaranteed to be reviewed or considered by
the Selection Committee.

You will receive an email when there are updates to your application
status that can be viewed on the Application Status Portal. Your final
official decision will be posted to your status page, and an admission
decision from any other source of communication will be not considered
official nor binding.
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NYU Abu Dhabi reserves the right to validate the accuracy of your
application information with appropriate sources, including the right to
contact relevant individuals and organizations.

Admissions Process
1. Verification: After submitting your application, the admissions office

checks that all supporting documents have been uploaded correctly
and are readable. After this verification, the applications are made
available to the Selection Committee for the initial review.

2. Initial Review: The Selection Committee begins reviewing submitted
applications after the application deadline. The committee looks
at information from all parts of the application to form a complete
picture of the applicant’s potential fit with the program.

3. Shortlist: The Selection Committee places applicants who have the
best fit for the program on a “shortlist”. These applicants are invited
to an interview with the selection committee (usually online).

4. Interview: During the interview, the applicant has the opportunity
to provide more details about their motivations, education and
experience. This gives the Selection Committee a more complete
understanding of the applicant before making the admissions
decision.

5. Admissions Decision: Applicants who are offered admission will be
notified by email to check the Application Status Portal where the
admission letter can be viewed and downloaded. The applicant needs
to confirm acceptance of the offer.

6. Offer Acceptance: The applicant confirms acceptance of the
admission offer via the Application Status Portal and pays the
confirmation deposit.

Note! You must receive a UAE security clearance, and obtain an
appropriate UAE visa if required by your residency status. NYU Abu Dhabi
will facilitate these processes for admitted students. If for any reason you
cannot obtain the security clearance or visa, your admissions offer may
be rescinded.

Program Requirements
Course Title Credits
Required Economics Courses
ECON-GH 5100 Microeconomics 1 4
ECON-GH 5200 Mathematical Statistics and Probability 4
ECON-GH 5600 Macroeconomics 4
ECON-GH 5900 Mathematics 1 4
ECON-GH 5210 Econometrics 4

or ECON-
GH 5220

Empirical Economics

Electives
Select four of the following: 16

ECON-
GH 5120

Microeconomics 2

ECON-
GH 5310

Behavioral Economics

ECON-
GH 5410

Economics of International Development

ECON-
GH 5620

Macroeconomics 2

ECON-
GH 5920

Mathematics 2

ECON-
GH 5950

Introduction to Computer Programming

ECON-
GH 5960

Numerical Methods

ECON-
GH 5970

The Network Economy

Seminar and Final Project
ECON-GH 6000 Final Project 4
Optional Course
ECON-GH 5000 Math Camp 0

Total Credits 40

Sample Plan of Study
Course Title Credits

1st Semester/Term

ECON-GH 5000 Math Camp 1 0

  Credits 0

2nd Semester/Term

ECON-GH 5100 Microeconomics 1 4

ECON-GH 5200 Mathematical Statistics and Probability 4

ECON-GH 5600 Macroeconomics 4

ECON-GH 5900 Mathematics 1 4

  Credits 16

3rd Semester/Term

ECON-GH 5950 Introduction to Computer Programming 4

  Credits 4

4th Semester/Term

ECON-GH 5120 Microeconomics 2 4

ECON-GH 5210 Econometrics 4

ECON-GH 5620 Macroeconomics 2 4

ECON-GH 5970 The Network Economy 4

  Credits 16

5th Semester/Term

ECON-GH 6000 Final Project 4

  Credits 4

  Total Credits 40

1 Required by all incoming MS students starting Fall 2023.

Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the Master of Science in Economics at NYU Abu
Dhabi students will have achieved the following program learning
outcomes:

1. Critical Thinking: Students can identify and analyze the essentials
of a problem logically and independently, taking both economic and
ethical aspects into account. They understand advanced micro and
macro-economic concepts and can relate them to real-life situations.
They can choose and execute modeling strategies and provide
guidance to a team of analysts.

2. Written and Oral Communication: Students can write coherent and
accurate analyses of current economic challenges. They have the
ability to deliver oral presentations that explain economic concepts,
put current questions into a broader context and they know how
to defend their economic analysis effectively and accurately. They
demonstrate computer literacy in the preparation of reports and
presentations and can provide informed guidance towards the choice
of appropriate tools and software.
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3. Project Management: Students can work towards solutions with
persistence and provide guidance to team members. They manage
their own and their team’s time and resources effectively.

4. Continuous Learning: Students regularly assess their knowledge in
relevant subject areas and know how to acquire, understand, and
apply new insights and material.

5. Computational Capacity: Students have a solid understanding of
computer programming and numerical methods necessary to solve
relevant economic and statistical problems. They can advise team
members on the appropriate choice of computer languages/software
packages and algorithms.

6. Proficiency in Economic Analysis: Students can read and understand
published academic and policy research in the major areas of
economics. They can relate current economic policy questions to
the appropriate theory and have the capacity to collect and analyze
relevant data to provide informed theoretical and empirical analyses.

Policies
NYU Policies
University-wide policies can be found on the New York University Policy
pages (https://bulletins.nyu.edu/nyu/policies/).

NYU Abu Dhabi Policies
All NYU Abu Dhabi Graduate policies can be found on the school's
academic policy page (https://bulletins.nyu.edu/graduate/abu-dhabi/
academic-policies/).

https://bulletins.nyu.edu/nyu/policies/
https://bulletins.nyu.edu/nyu/policies/
https://bulletins.nyu.edu/nyu/policies/
https://bulletins.nyu.edu/graduate/abu-dhabi/academic-policies/
https://bulletins.nyu.edu/graduate/abu-dhabi/academic-policies/
https://bulletins.nyu.edu/graduate/abu-dhabi/academic-policies/

